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Three types of preference evidence
Indifferences 

• Time trade-off = 1 indifference 
(no discounting, numeracy, salience, etc.)

Inequalities
• Paired comparison (A, B) = 1 inequality

(large samples, ethical considerations)
• Triplets (A, B, C) = 2 inequalities

(burden, IIA, ethical considerations)
Paths

• Kaizen task (33333 to 22222) = 10 inequalities
(???)



Three advantages of the kaizen task over a 
paired comparison or triplet

A preference path has much more evidence than a 
single response given a set of alternatives

A kaizen task relies on a single profile without a 
numeraire, making it easy to understand and 
quick to complete, particularly online

A kaizen task is more respectful to respondents, 
giving them control over the profile





Study population: 200 responses from parents and individuals with a 
surgical condition; 200 responses from health care professionals 
(and 1000 responses from adults in the general population)
Methods: 10 paired comparisons; 4 kaizen tasks
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